GEORGE THE THIRD
which the mutineers had made their headquarters, carried a
petition to London to the King, It was received in proper form,
but Northesk was told to tell the mutineers that nothing more
would be done for them and that they must return to duty
immediately. It was on this occasion that George paid a fine
tribute to the British sailor. To Northesk he said:
I am not ignorant of the character of the British sailor: he may be
misled for a time, but he will eventually return to his duty.
In the face of the Government's firmness the mutiny petered out
rather feebly; and Parker and the chief instigators were brought
to trial and punished.
George had some doubt in his mind about the wisdom of
hanging Parker; but when he was informed that in the interest
of discipline an example must be made of him and some eighteen
of his companions he withdrew his objection, and refused to
grant pardons. Perhaps he was touched by their loyalty to his
own person; for, curiously enough, on his birthday—June 4th—
the Royal Standard was run up in place of the Red Flag, and the
crews of the disloyal vessels manned ship!
But if the mutinous behaviour of the sailors at Spithead and
the Nore had momentarily besmirched the Royal Navy's fair
name, there were compensating triumphs to keep alive in every
British breast that belief that Great Britain was the unchallenged
* Mistress of the Seas.' Even before the mutinies broke out, on
February I4th, the country had gone wild with excitement on
the news that Admiral Sir John Jervis and Commodore Nelson,
with fifteen -Sails of the Line, had smashed a great Spanish fleet
of nearly thirty sails off Cape St Vincent; and on their return
home—and sailing with them was pride of the Spaniards' navy,
La Santissima Trinidada, a vessel of 136 guns—the King had
honoured both, conferring an earldom on Jervis and a knighthood
on Nelson. Then in the following October came the news how
on the nth of that month the Dutch Admiral de Winter, sailing
out of the Texel with a fine fleet, had tried to run Admiral Adam
Duncan's blockade, and had been caught and defeated at
Camperdown.
A story is told that when the news of Camperdown reached
Windsor the Princess Augusta chided her father for not showing
greater enthusiasm over the victory.
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